Chapter 61 Programs

Massachusetts tax reduction programs
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What are Chapter 61 programs?

Rising property values and
taxes can make owning your
land expensive! Chapter 61
programs give Massachusetts
landowners an opportunity to
reduce property taxes in
exchange for NOT developing
their land and instead retaining
it in order to provide important
public benefits like clean water,
wildlife habitat, rural character,
wood products, food, and
outdoor recreation.

Text: Chapter 61 Programs, published by UMass Extension and DCR by Tyler Van Fleet | Paul Catanzaro | David

These benefits have a valuel  ©«

Photo: Andrew Solek in Southwick MA



What are Chapter 61 Programs?

Land that is NOT in a Chapter 61 program is assessed under
Chapter 59 for its “highest and best use,” which is considered to be
its development value.

When you choose to keep your land in Chapter 59, you may find yourself
paying property taxes based on your land’s development potential, even
though your undeveloped land uses fewer town services, such as
emergency services and schools, than developed land uses.

Because undeveloped land provides valuable public benefits and
requires fewer costly town services, the Chapter 61 programs offer a
property tax break for landowners willing to commit to keeping some or
all of their land undeveloped for a specified period of time.

Text: Chapter 61 Programs, published by UMass Extension and DCR by Tyler Van Fleet | Paul Catanzaro | David
Kittred~e



CHAPTER 61 VARIATIONS

 Chapter 61 - Forestland

« Chapter 61A — Agriculture and
Horticulture

 Chapter 61B — Recreation

You are allowed to change your enrollment | 9o s
Chapter 61 program to another without penc g



CHAPTER 61
FORESTRY PROGRAM

CURRENT USE TAX ASSESSMENT PROGRAMS
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PURPOSE OF CHAPTER 61 ‘e

* A Current Use Tax Program
* Reduces taxes on forested and agricultural land

 Rising property values and taxes make owning land
more and more expensive

 Chapter 61 reduces taxes, making it more
affordable to keep land undeveloped

Chapter 61 programs offer a property tax
break for landowners willing to commit to
keeping some or all of their land undeveloped
for a specified period of time.



MUTUAL BENEFITS OF CHAPTER 61

« CH61 programs give Massachusetts landowners an
opportunity to reduce taxes

« This makes it more feasible to keep land undeveloped

* In exchange, public benefits from undeveloped land:

* clean water

« wildlife habitat

« rural character & aesthetics
« wood production

 food

« outdoor recreation

« Developed land and additional housing can put extra
strain on schools, town departments/services, roadways,
utilities, etc.



FOREST LAND OWNERSHIP
IN MASSACHUSETTS

3.010 million acres of forest land
2.179 million NIPF acres
293,000 landowners

As reported to USFS
JAN. 2020

60% forest cover

11th most densely forested state
Oswalt, et al. (2019)




€L STATUS OF MA. FORESTS

Celebrating 20+ years of Partnership
Multi-Resolution Land Characteristics |

BN i | B

NLCD 2019 Land Cover

Open Water (11)

Perennial Ice/Snow/ (12)
Developed, Open Space (21)
Developed, Low Intensity (22)
Developed, Medium Intensity (23)
Developed, High Intensity (24)
Barren Land (Rock/Sand/Clay) (31)
Deciduous Forest (41)

Evergreen Forest (42)

Mixed Forest (43)

Dwarf Scrub(AK only) (51)
Shrub/Scrub (52)
Grasslands/Herbaceous (71)
Sedge/Herbaceous(AK only) (72)
Lichens (Ak only) (73)

Moss (AK only) (74)

Pasture/Hay (81)

Cultivated Crops (82)

Woody Wetlands (90)

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands (95)




WHAT IS A CURRENT USE TAX PROGRAM?

* Property is taxed based on current USE instead of
commercial value when enrolled in program

* If not enrolled, property is taxed at commercial
value (under Chapter 59)

* Purpose:
To encourage landowners
to keep their land as
open space
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CHAPTER 61 - FORESTLAND &~

- Eligibility
* 10 or more acres (exclude house lot and manicured areas)

* Land devoted to the growth of forest products

« Forest Products may include:
Timber, firewood, woodchips, Christmas trees, etc.

« Management plan

« Requires a 10-year forest management plan

Management plan lays out current forest conditions, desired future conditions, and a 10-year
plan to get there. Written by MA Licensed Forester

Submit to DCR on or before June 30"
Grant or cost-share funding opportunities sometimes available



WHAT'S A FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN®

A Plan Contains:
« Landowner and property information

» Forest resources described: tree size and species,
forest density, soils, ground/shrub species, overall
forest health, efc.

» Resource Areas: wetlands, streams, vernal poaols,
etc.

« 10-year management recommendations to meet
landowner objectives

* Maps of property and surrounding area g
Gf
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der  FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN

Submitted to: Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
For enrollment in CH61/61A/61B and/or Forest Stewardship Program

CHECK-OFFS Ad, -ative Box
CH6 CH61A CH61B STWSHP | C-5 Case No. Orig. Case No. |
cert. X | cert. O | cert. O |new [X|EEA  [J| OwnerID Add. Case No.
recert,t  [J | recert.  [J | recert [J | renew [J] Other [ | Date Rec’d Ecoregion
amend []|amend [J[amend [7J [ GreenCent 1| PlanPeriod  TopoName
Conservation Rest. ] | Rare Spp. Hab. " River Basin
Plan Change: to CR Holder - ]

OWNER, PROPERTY, and PREPARER INFORMATION
Property Owner(s) Joseph and Catherine Sample
Mailing Address 132 Maple Rd. Shutesbury, MA 01072

Phone (413) 555-1212

Property Location: Town(s) _Shutesbury Road(s) Maple Rd.

Plan Preparer Chris Stewart Mass. Forester License # _001
Mailing Address 24 Big Wood Drive Phone (413)555-6778

Front Page

Y

— Property of: Joseph and Catherine Sample \‘f‘
VALLET FomESTRY Prepared By: Chris Stewart P
[ S £

Date: April 15, 2001
Source: Assessors Map and
p and 1990 Survey by Straight Lines Inc
/ Location: 132 Maple Road, Shutesbury, Massachuserts

|

Yo s Legend

2oy Abandoned

* TownRoad
£3 Cellar Hole
~~. Driveway
House

—«-= Stand Boundary
% Stone Pile
=eez Stone Wall

" trr Trai] (proposed)

2% Weiland

Property Map

STAND DESCRIPTIONS
[omr [sowo [rvee[ ac [ msporsizeciass | Bamc | vousc STEBDEX |
CH61 3 OH 16.5 13.0 108sqft 92MBF 60 (RCY)

8.7 cards

This stand {s composed of pole and sawlog sized hardwoods. The majority of the stand consists of red oak, black ozk, white
oak, and red maple with some yellow and white birch (OH). The timber trees in this stand are of pood o fair quality. The
scils in this stand, similar te stand two, are well drained and slightly stany. An area of ledge creates a unique feature in the
south central part of the stand, Regeneration in this stand is mainly red maple and birch saplings. These are well
distributed and seem to be a result of a harvest that selectively removed the most valuable cak and pine approximately 15
years age. There are also quite a few oak seedlings, especially in the more open parts of the stand.

Although the majority of the trees are hardwoods, there alse is a companent of overmature white pine {rees in the overstary.
These trees were left after harvesting and are known as wolf trees. A wolf tree is a large heavy-branched tree that is
usually lazger and older than the surrounding forest. These trees are important nest and perch sites, and add eesthetic
diversity to the area. Severa! of these trees have hollow cavities that may be used by song bieds, owls, flying squirrels,

porcupines, and raccoons.

- The stand contains a well preserved stone wall and cetlar hole near the south boundary. The size of the cellar hole indicates
that this was a smaller house. Sorne artifacts may be found in an old dumpsite behind the house.

The desired fiture condition is a mixed aged stand with heaithy regeneration and an overstory of seed producing oak, birch,
and pine. The stand bas the capacity to grow high quality hardwoods. Red oak will be the favored species, due to jts

consistent timber value and its ability to support a wide range of wildlife.

| MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
ta be done within next 10 years

| — | c 10 BE REMOV} | NG
TYPE | SILVICULTURAL PRESCRIFTION | Al — g
| U8 s | ‘ B/ TOT VOL
L 1l L -
| 20 MBF
nsl L WK Pateh Cut/Group Selection 1 a5 17 Cds 201315
| 10 ulp

Groups 7 trees shonld be harvested in small patches so as to allow adequate sunlight to reach the
forest floor in order of stad hardwood species plus white pine.
Suituble sites for patches would be adjacent to larger crowned pines or mast producing species such as
red and Whitc aak. Timing should be mssociated with a large seed year, and openings up to two tree
Iengihs in width will have the highest likelihood of oak establishment. The presence of harvesting
equipment will also help to break down the ve palches of mountain laure] cstablished in the
understory of the dense hemlock canopy. Paiches of present white pine advance regencration can be
released by removing selected adjacent trees to give more sunlight to the young pine. As noted in the

stand debeription, arcas adjacent (o the banks of Roaring Brook will be left largely unharvested to
promatethe riparian zone habitat to continue developing.
| 30 MBF 9
Chel " Wi Cordwoad Thinning E 30 38 Cds 2015-17
25 Puly

1t would greatly benefit the current stand to have a commercial thinning at which point most of the
jwality red maple, beceh and birch would be removed from the understory, allowing for

easex growth in desirable red and white oak, black cherry and white pine. Though most of the
volume femoved would be cordwood, there would be some sawfimber thai could be removed at that
time as well, mosily white pine, red maple and some scattered, poorer quality red oak. 1t would be
avorablé for this thinming lo coincide with TS work ded to enhance the ion in the

Stand Descriptions

Management Practices



CHé61 AND HARVESTING TIMBER

If enrolled in Chapter 61, landowners must practice long-term
forest management on their property

Landowners must be actively
engaged in forest management
activities

Management plan schedules
what should be harvested
and when

Management plans are flexible,
and may be adapted and
amended for changing

forest conditions
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TIMELINE FOR FILING UNDER CHAPTER 61

Example of ten-year plan (Classification Period: 1-1-2023 to 12-31-2032)

Begin Process of
Developing Your Plan

EARLIER THE BETTER

FEB MAR J%N MAY IJUL JUNAUG SEPl olclov |

[N
2022

Deliver Completed
Plan & Certificate
to State Forester

DEADLINE June 30,
2022

File Approved Plan
& Certificate
with Assessor

Prior to October 1

JAN

DEC, FEB MAR

2023

Ch. 61 Plan Period
Begins

Jan 1, 2023

Usually See
Reduced Tax Bill

First Quarterly Tax Bill in
2023

rPR ‘ M ‘ JUN AUG SEP NOV

Fiscal Year Begins
& Taxation Under
Current Use Starts

July 1, 2023

d MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF
Cr CONSERVATION AND RECREATION

DEC



MAKING INFORMED
DECISIONS

Advice for Landowners
Interested in Chapter 61

Take a woods walk with your State Service
Forester to frame your ideas or to just learn
more about your woods

Decide whether the Chapter 61 and/or
the Stewardship Programs are right for you

Find a Massachusetts Licensed Forester to
work for you

Use a Massachusetts Licensed Forester to
design a timber sale to meet all or most of
your goals and to help you sell your frees

d MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF
Cr CONSERVATION AND RECREATION



Set WEB RESOURCES:

www.Masswoods.org
MassWoods

* Ch. 61 Calculator, Find a Professional, Stumpage Prices, Planning

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/service-forestry

Service Forestry
* Regulations and Forms, Program Information, Ch.é1 and Variations

https://masswoods.org/sites/masswoods.net/files/Ché1-v2.pdf

Chapter 61 Informational Pamphlet
* More details on the Chapter 61 Programs

UMassAmberst

Chapter 61 Programs

MaSSWOOdS Learn your options. Find local contacts.
|

Need to talk to someone about
your land?
Eind a Professional »

S
- \«a» D, 'é’.va
e

A 5 4-4 “ ‘:-. N



http://www.masswoods.org/

CHAPTER 61A IN RELATION TO APR

« Ch é6lasections 1 and 2 are the

% Definitions APR uses to regulate APR
L /% acfivities

i

&

* Being an APR does not automatically
enroll you into 61a Tax Program

. You can do both 61a Tax Program and
be an APR



Chapter 61A - Agriculture

Chapter 61A (Ch. 61A) is for land growing agricultural or
horticultural products, including fruits, vegetables, hay,
ornamental shrubs, timber, animals, and maple syrup. Ch. 61A is
a good fit for landowners engaged in agnculture on thelr land.

In addition to meeting the
minimum acredage
requirement, the landowner
must demonstrate annual
agricultural product sales of at §
least $500 for the first 5 acres
and $5 for every additional
productive agricultural acre
or $0.50 for every additional
productive forestland acre.

Text: Chapter 61 Programs, Tyler Van Fleet | Paul Catanzaro | David Kittrg
Photo: Blossoming Acres, Southwick, MA




Chapter 61A - Agriculture

The Ch. 61A program requires a minimum of 5 acres that has been in
agricultural use for at least 2 years before applying. When landowners
choose to enroll their land in a Ch. 61 A program, they are responsible for
the reqgistry recording fees for lien or release forms.

Some or all of a landowner’s eligible land may be placed in the
program.

The londowner needs 1o exclude their residence, other structures, and
any land occupied by a dwelling or regularly used for family living. The
structures and excluded land continue 1o be taxed at the full assessment.

Land under farm buildings, such as barns and farm sheds, is
considered land in agricultural use.

Text: Chapter 61 Programs, Tyler Van Fleet |"PoutCatarizoro David Kittredge




Chapter 61A - Agriculture

—————_ "

Forest products are considered a type of
agricultural product, so a landowner may
enroll managed forestland in Ch. 61A. A 10-
vear forest management plan is required for
this productive forestland.

An equal amount of contiguous, nonproductive
land may also qualify for enrollment in the
program as “accessory land.” In other words,
enrolled lond may contain up to 50%
nonagricultural land that is not in residential,
industrial, or commercial use. Accessory land
may include unmaonaged, or ‘nonproductive,”
forestlond, which does not require a 10-yedar T

Text: Chapter 61 Programs, Tyler Von Fleet | Paul Catcnzaro | David Kitt

forest MAaNAdg ement D]_C[D_ Photo: Coward’s Farm, Southwick, MA




Chapter 61A - Agnculture

Tax reduction for Ch. 61A land

Rather than belng assessed at its
development value, land enrolled in Ch.
61A 1is assessed for its agricultural use.
Agricultural assessment values are set
annually by the Farmland Valuation
Advisory Commission, a state-appointed
commission, and are based on the estimated
market value of agricultural products the
land is capable of producing.

Productive forestland enrolled under the Ch.
61A program will have the same property taxes = -
ds foreSt].C[nd enrolled under the Ch. 61 Text: Chapter 61 Programs, Tyler Van Fleet | Paul Catanzaro | David Kittr

Photo: Coward’s Farm, Southwick, MA




Farmland Valuation Advisory Commission

Nursery Stock Development Time Periods
Ground Cover 2 years
Deciduous Flowering Shrubs 2-3 years
Broadleaf Evergreen 3-4 years
Shade and Flowering Trees 4-5 years
Evergreens 7-10 years
Shade Trees 8-10 years

Crop Development Time Periods

Tobacco Annual
Truck Garden, Vegetables, and Flowers Annual
Strawberries 1 year
Asparagus 1 year
Cranberries 2 years
Grapes 3 years

Pears 5-6 years

Blueberries 5-6 years

Plums 5-6 years

Apples 6-7 years
Christmas Trees 8 years




Chapter 61B - Open Space & Recreatlon

Chapter 61B - Open Space and Recreation (Ch.
61B) is for land in open space and /or
recrecation. Because there is no requirement for
land enrolled in Ch. 61B to be managed or have a
10-year forest monagement plan, the Ch. 61B
program is a good fit for landowners who take a
pdassive approach to their land.

The Ch. 61B program requires a minimum of

5 acres in an eligible land use. Some or dll of a
landowner'’s eligible land may e placed in the
program. The landowner needs 1o exclude their
residence, other structures, and any land used in
connection with those buildings. The structures and
excluded land continue to be taxed at the full Text: Chapter 61 Programs, Tyler Van Fleet | Paul Catomzaro | David Kith

Photo: Ray’s Farm, Southwick, MA




Chapter 61B - Open Space & Recredation

In addition to meeting the minimum acreage requirement, land
enrolled in Ch. 61B must {it into one of the following two land

categories:

OPEN SPACE

Land maintained in a substantially natural, wild, or open condition; land maintained in a
landscaped or pasture condition; or managed forest under an approved 10-year forest
management plan. Public access is not required for this category of land use.

RECREATION

Lond that is available for recreational purposes— so long as they do not significontly

interfere with the environmental benefits of the land— which include hiking, camping,

nature study and observation, boating, golfing, noncommercial youth soccer, horseback

riding, hunting, fishing, skiing, swimming, picnicking, private noncommercial flying, hang
gliding, archery

and target shooting, and commercial horselack riding and equine boarding. It may not be
used for horse racing, dog racing, or any sport normally undertaken in a stadium,

gymnasium, or similar structure. Land under this category mlsies Gleh sithel=te el iGavia ki



Chapter 61B - Open Space & Recredation

Tax reduction for Ch. 61B
land

Rather than belng assesseCum
for its development value,
Ch. 61B land is assessed at
1ts recreational use value,
which cannot be more
than 25% of the fully
assessed value of the land.
In other words, the i
assessed value of the land S
is reduced by at least 75%.

Text: Chapter 61 Programs, Tyler Van Fleet | Paul Catanzaro | David Kitf
Photo: Calabrese Farms, Southwick, MA



Examples of Tax Reduction Rates

Number of Land FY 2014 Ch. 59 Ch. 61/
Enrolled Acres Tax Rate (no program) kel 61A
Boxford $288,400 $15.47 $4,462 $1,115
$14.61 (Res)
Taunton 18.00 $145,600 $3119 (Com) $2.127 $532 $13
Falmouth 9.46 $289,300 $8.15 $2,358 $589 $4*
Southwick 24.00 $93,700 $17.06 $1,599 $400 $26




How is my Chapter 61 Tax Rate

PN ol cunn'l and A 1M
FVAC CHAPTER LAND RECOMMENDED VALUE: FISCAL YEAR 2022
Per Acre Range of Values
Chapter Land 61 and 61A Productivity Based on Dominate
Use Categories Soil Ratings
Use Code Below Average Above
Average Average
Cropland Harvested: Vegetables, Tobacco, Sod and Nursery 711. 712
7’19 ? $846 $1,058 $1,270

Cropland Harvested: Dairy, Beef and Hay; Tillable forage
cropland, etc. 713 $172 $215 $258
Cropland Harvested: Orchards, Vineyards, and Blueberries 214 $346 $1.058 $1.270
Christmas Trees 602, 715 $116 $116 $116
Nonproductive Land: Wetland, scrub land, rock land 720 $52 $52 $52
Cropland pastured; Permanent pastured; Necessary and Related 716. 718 $172 $215 $258
land—farm roads, ponds, etc. s
Productive Woodland; Land Use Categories —
Chapter 61Forest Land or 61A land with a Forest
Management Plan West of the Connecticut S0ATAT $93 $116 $139
River
Productive Woodland; Land Use Categories —
Chapter 61Forest Land or 61A land with a Forest
Management Plan East of the Connecticut AT 95 $1 #l43
River

From
Mass.

Department
of Revenue



How is my Chapter 61 Tax Rate
Calculated?

e Cropland Harvested — This land represents the highest use of land in the agricultural enterprise. All land
from which a crop was harvested, or hay was cut, in the current year falls into this category. This includes
the land in vegetables, sod, nurseries, orchards, vineyards, other perennial plantings, and greenhouses.

o Dairy, Beef and Hay; Cropland Pastured, Other Cropland & Permanent Pasture — Cropland used for
pasture or grazing, or land considered as tillable but is elected to be fallow or in cover crops. It can and
often is used to produce crops, but its maximum income may not be realized in a particular year. This
category also includes land planted in crops, which were to be harvested after the census year, and land is

~typically not tillable, best suited for grazing or possibly part of an erosion control program, plus necessary
and related lands.

e Nonproductive Land — The land on the farm which is nonproductive primarily due to slope, drainage

capacity, soil type or topography.

From

Mass.
Department
of Revenue



What is Right of First Refusal?

The purpose of the Chapter 61 programs is to help keep land
undeveloped. When a landowner chooses to convert enrolled land t
another use, the municipality’s first refusal option, known as the
right of first refusal, is triggered.

If any land under Ch. 61, 61A, or 61B is intended to be converted to
a non-chapter use (either sold OR retained in the same ownership)
while enrolled, then the municipality has the option to match a
bona fide offer to purchase the property at the price contained in th
offer.

If the owner is not selling the property but is converting its use to a

non-chapter use, the municipality still has an option to purchase the

property at full market value as determined by an independent

o

e

appraiser.



What is Right of First Refusal?

As the landowner, you must be aware of the Municipal Option to

Purchase:
‘T understand that the city or town has an option to purchase any classified lond
whenever I plan to sell it for, or convert it to, a residential, commercial or industrial
use during a fiscal year it is classified, or within 1 full fiscal year after it is removed
from classification. I must notify by certified mail or hand delivery, the mayor and
city council or the selectmen, assessors, planning board and conservation
commission of the city or town of my intention to sell or convert the land to those
uses and provide certain information regarding the intended sale or conversion. If
[ plan to sell the land, the city or town has the right to match a bona fide offer to
purchase it. If [ plan to convert it, the city or town has the right to purchase it at its
fair market value, which is to be determined by an impartial appraisal. The city or
town may also dassign its option to a non-profit, conservation organization, the
Commonwedlth or any of its political subdivisions. I understand that I may not sell
or convert the land until at least 120 days after I provide a notice that fully
complies with the requirements of Chapter 61A or until I have been notified in
writing that the option will not be exercised and the notice is recorded at the
Registry of Deeds, whichever is earlier. * — From Mass. Dept. of Revenue




What is Right of First Refusal?

The first refusal option is triggered

= when the landowner intends to sell the land for a residential, commercial, or
industrial use;

= when the landowner maintains ownership of their laond and changes the land use
to residential, commercial, or industrial use; or

m if the landowner withdraws from the program and changes the land use within 12
months or within one fiscal year of withdrawal.

The first refusal option is NOT triggered if

® the landowner chooses to switch to a different current-use program;

® the change of use is for the construction of a residence for an immediate family
memioer;

® the landowner chooses to withdraw from a program, but keeps the land in
agricultural, forestry, or recreational use for a period

of one year from the time it was last taxed under the Chapter 61 program; or

= the loandowner sells the property to a new owner who agrees to maintain the land
use, “as verified through an affidavit.



Withdrawing from Chapter 61
Programs

Withdrawal penalties

When a landowner enrolls in any one of the three Chapter
61 program, a lien is attached 1o the landowner's property to
ensure that undeveloped land will continue 1o provide
public benefits. This lien stays with the property when sold
or transterred to another landowner. No penalties apply as
long as the land remains enrolled or eligible for enrollment
in one of the three Chapter 61 programs.

However, if the enrolled land is sold for or converted to
a non-chapter use within 10 years from the date it is
acquired or the edarliest date of the uninterrupted
chapter-use, then the landowner is responsible for
either rolllback taxes or conveyance taxes, whichever

1§ greqdter.




Withdrawing from Chapter 61
Programs

NO PENALTIES when the classified land is being sold or
converted to a residence for the owner; the owner’s
spouse, parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, brother
or sister, or the surviving spouse of those relatives; or
an employee working full-time in the use and care of
the property for its classified use, no penalty tax is
—cIssessed.




Rollback Taxes — What are They?

Rollback taxes are the difference between what the property tax
would have been at the full assessment, known as Ch. 59 taxes,
and the tax paid under the Chapter 61 program you'’re enrolled in,
plus 5% simple interest per year.

The rollback tax is calculated the same way for all three Chapter
61 programs.

The rollback tax is calculated for each year the landowner has
been enrolled in the program, up to 5 years. After more than 5

years of enrollment, the rolllbback tax is calculated only for the 5
most recent

years of enrollment.




Conveyance Taxes — What are They?

The intent of the conveyance tax is to discourage landowners
from enrolling their land in a Chapter 61 program to save
taxes before developing the land. If the land is sold for or
converted to a non-chapter use within 10 years from the
beginning of the fiscal year when it was first enrolled, this tax
is due if it is greater than what the total rolllbback tax pendalty
would be.

After the first 10 years of enrollment, the conveyance tax no
longer applies. The conveyance tax can dlso e avoided if the
land is purchased by a new owner who states on a notarized
affidavit their intention to keep the land in a use covered by

any Ch. 61 program for at Ieast 5 yedrs diter the purchadse.



Thank You!

Jacob Macko

Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
District 7 Service Forester
(857) 202-2824

Tina Smith

Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources
Western Massachusetts APR Program Planner
617-455-5201

Kristina.Smith@mass.gov

Sue Gore

Town of Southwick
Director of Assessment
Sgore@southwickma.net

Maryssa Cook-Obregon
Town of Southwick
Agricultural Commission


mailto:Kristina.Smith@mass.gov

