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Minutes 

March 20, 2008 
 
ATTENDANCE:  John Whalley III, Chair  

Barbara MacEwan, Vice Chair 
Dennis Clark 
Mark Rolland 
Bettye Bradley 
Kelly Magni 
 

ABSENT: Chris Pratt, Sylvan Thibault, Robert M. Johnson  
 
GUESTS:  John Klebes, Dan O’Sullivan, Leo Bates, Bud Englehart, Pat Fletcher, 
PVCHC 
 
Mr. Whalley officially opened the meeting at 7:00 PM. 
 
  
RISING CORNER/M&M TRAIL LAND 
 
Mr. O’Sullivan and Mr. Bates presented an appraisal of the Rising Corner property as previously 
requested. The appraisal is for the entire property was valued at $300,000.  Mr. O’Sullivan said 
that he would prefer to keep a lot and sell the remainder. Mr. O’Sullivan said that he would be 
willing to pay $50,000 for the lot he would to keep. Mrs. MacEwan asked who was buying the 
property and who would be responsible for the maintenance. Mr. Clark replied that the property 
would be purchased by the Town of Southwick and managed by Winding River. Mrs. MacEwan 
stated that we do not have any proposal that states that Winding River would be the owners of 
the property. Mr. O’Sullivan gave the secretary a copy of the original application. Mrs. MacEwan 
said that she was not opposed to the project but wanted to ensure the entire committee 
understood the proposal. Mr. Whalley said that he would have no problem going to the Town 
meeting and presenting the proposal and the cost. He also stated that he would have a problem 
going to Town meeting and presenting is the proposal with a lot to be removed. Mr. Clark 
agreed that the Committee should agree to purchase the entire lot. The committee agreed that 
the $300,000 for entire lot is a fair price. Mr. O’Sullivan said that he would contact the 
Committee with his decision.  The President of the Pioneer Valley Hiking Club, Pat Fletcher, 
presented a letter of support for the purchase of the property on Rising Corner.  
 
MINUTES 
A MOTION was made by Dennis Clark and seconded by Mark Rolland to pass the minutes of 
February 25, 2008. The vote was unanimous. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
LOW LEVEL MAPS 
Mr. Clark said that the original fly-over maps were done in a low level definition. The Town is 
trying to get them in a high definition. They are asking all the boards to contribute $1,000 of the 
total $9,500. The Committee agreed that they were not interested in contributing to the Low 
Level map and expressed concern that this project does not fall within the purview CPC 
mission. 
 
WARRANT ARTICLE 
It was agreed that Ruth and Barbara would work on the Warrant Article. It must be submitted to 
the Board of Selectmen’s office by April 4, 2008. 
 
NEW BUSSINESS 
 
Brass Rail 
Brass Rail there was an area that was found that has to be cleaned up. Dennis Clark said The 
Board of Health wants to tear down both buildings. 
 
OLD LIBRARY 
Mrs. MacEwan said the Historical Commission is gathering information to put forth a proposal to 
renovate the Old Library. A needs assessment has been completed. They are currently hiring 
an historical architect to create the conceptual plans. Then they should be able to present a cost 
estimate to restore and convert the building over for storage in the basement and for a studio on 
the upper floor for Channel 15. When all the information is in they will submit a proposal that we 
will ask from Town. CPC has approved money out of the administrative fund to hire the historic 
architect. They are considering restoring and renovating the stage in the Town Hall for future 
theater productions. 
 
BAND SHELL 
There was a discussion about the funding for a band shell. The estimated cost is $31,000. 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Mr. Whalley said that he had a meeting with Mr. Sylvan Thibault to look at the buildings in 
question. Mr. Bud Englehart said that in order for the Housing Authority to get involved with local 
housing project it has to execute a contract for financial assistance with the state. Whether this 
is for family housing or other housing would depend on which act of the law would be followed. 
It takes them awhile to respond. Once it is established the cost of building the structure is 
minimal. It is the ongoing cost of it later on. The state would have to be willing to support that.  
 
 
MEETING SCHEDULE  
Next meeting is scheduled for April 24, 2008 at 7:p.m. 
 
Meeting may be moved up to be held as soon as possible following the receipt of the appraisal 
for the 5 Rising Corner property.  
 
May 1, 2008 CPC Public Meeting at 7:p.m. 
 
 
 



Mr. Clark made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 PM. Second by Mrs. MacEwan. VOTE: 
UNANIMOUS. 
 
 
__________________________________   _________________________________ 
John Whalley III, Chairman     Barbara MacEwan, Vice Chairman 
 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
Chris Pratt       Robert M. Johnson 
 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 
Kelly Magni       Dennis Clark 
 
__________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Sylvan Thibault      Mark Rolland 
 
__________________________________ 
Bettye Bradley 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ruth Preston 
Secretary - CPC 
 




