
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Town of Southwick 
 

454 COLLEGE HIGHWAY, SOUTHWICK, MA 01077 

Community Preservation Committee  
       Telephone (413) 569-5995 - Fax (413) 569-5001 

Town Web Site: www.southwickma.org 
 

Minutes 
May 3, 2007 

6:30 PM. Committee Meeting/ 7:30 Public Information Meeting. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE:  John Whalley, Chairman; Barbara MacEwan, Vice Chairman; 

Dennis Clark, Mark Rolland, Terry Mish, George Hankin, 
Bettye Bradley, Kelly Magni  

ABSENT: Katrina Deragon 
GUESTS:  Twelve Citizens in attendance for Public Information Meeting 
 
Mr. Whalley officially opened the meeting at 6:30 PM. 
 
1. ROUTINE BUSINESS, payroll signed, mail reviewed, minutes reviewed. 
Typographical errors in minutes corrected. Motion to accept minutes as amended. 
Dennis Clark 1st, Terry Mish 2nd. Motion passed, unanimous. 
 
Motion to move agenda item North Pond Park discussion to current time. Dennis Clark 
1st, Terry Mish 2nd. Motion passed, unanimous. 
 
Discussion of Warrant article as it will be presented at Town Meeting by Park and Rec 
Department. 
 
Winding River Conservatory is purchasing the land, optimistic that the Town of 
Southwick will approve use of CPC funds and a self help grant from the State of 
Massachusetts can be secured to then purchase the land from Winding River. Winding 
River is not interested in using the land for “money maker” they have immediate funds 
to purchase the land now as is desired by the current owner, thereby locking in the 
price. 
 
Question: Can the Park & Rec Department afford to maintain this property? 
Answer: Kelly Magni, Park & Rec Chairman. Goal is to make this a self-sustaining 
property. 
 
Question: How can it be self-sustaining? 
Answer: Plan is to offer the pavilion as a rental for parties, weddings, reunions, etc. 
 
Question: So Park & Rec will have to get a liquor license? 
Answer: No, the renter of the facility can get a one-day license if they wish. 

 

 



 
Question: What if we don’t get the grant? 
Answer: Dennis Clark. Then we will not move forward on the project, no CPC funds will 
be used, Winding River will own the property. 
 
Additional Comments: 
Brass Rail Restaurant has buyer, he has expressed interest in renting the pavilion. 
It is unknown how much rental income can be expected 
Prifti Park is the only town park in Southwick. A park on the waterfront would be 
welcome by those residences who don’t live on the lakes. 
Future plans include a band shell that would be used for cultural events. 
 
2. FINANCIAL REVIEW. Current total of funds available do not include FY08 receipts 
from taxes and State match. 
 
3. WARRANT ARTICLES. Review of articles to be presented at the Annual Town 
Meeting. Barbara MacEwan gave overview of addition of Article 19. The Historical 
Commission will seek use of CPC funds to support a grant to update the Southwick 
historical registry. 
 
4. FISCAL YEAR 2008 CPC APPOINTEES. Terry Mish was thanked for his service. He 
will ending his term with the Planning Board, there will be a new appointee from that 
committee. George Hankin announced his retirement from the Housing Committee, a 
new appointee from that committee will be sought. Motion to write a letter to CPC 
members who are not dedicated to attending meetings to request they withdraw from 
the committee so that more interested parties can be appointed. Dennis Clark 1st. Barb 
MacEwan 2nd. Motion passed. Unanimous 
 
5. MEETING SCHEDULE: Next Meeting will be June 28th. Summer schedule will be 
reviewed at that time. 
 
6. RISING CORNER/M&M TRAIL. Dennis Clark related the Mr. Sullivan has expressed 
changes in his original plan. He is exploring option of keeping an estate lot, would like to 
know what direction the CPC would like him to go. Mr. Clark will advise Mr. Sullivan to 
submit a completed CPC application for committee review. 
 
7. KLINE/GRANVILLE RD. Mr. Prifti is interested, but not ready to start a formal 
application process. Mr. Mish will contact Mr. Prifti to set up a meeting with Mr. Whalley, 
Mr. Clark and Mr. Noonan. Motion to set up meeting regarding possible APR for Prifti 
land at Kline and Granville Rd. George Hankin 1st. Kelly Magni 2nd. Motion passed, 
unanimous. 
 
8. SOLEK LAND. Mr. Solek was offered CPC fund for the purchase of his land several 
years ago. Mr. Solek declined the offer. 
 
 
 



 
PUBLIC MEETING 
 
Dennis Clark gave overview of Rising Corner/M&M trail project. No public comments. 
 
John Whalley gave overview of North Pond Park. 
 
Warrant Article 22 is written for $800,000. This is required by the State of Mass. to show 
intent to be committed to the full project.  The Warrant will be presented by the Park & 
Rec Department as they will maintain the property. The CPC is in full support of the 
project. 
 
Cost to the people of Southwick is approx. $70-80 thousand of their taxes for CPC 
funds. The remaining dollars are from the State match of CPC funds and the self -help 
grant. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Concern about wildlife and conservation of area. Felt that artist rendition of proposed 
project does not have enough buffer zone. 
Response: Drawing is only conceptual. Conservation Commission will be involved in 
final project plans. 
Concerns over traffic and noise issues. 
Response: Roger Caldaldo responded area has boat ramp and fishing area, from a 
police stand point, there are minimal issues in the area. 
 
Question:  Has a study been done on the cost to maintain the park? Concern over 
whether Park & Rec can maintain property. 
Answer: Kelly Magni, No, further reports, information and studies would be done and 
presented if the project moves forward. It’s expected that the complete project would be 
done in two phases, requiring two self-help grants. 
Question: There were lifeguard and help issues with the town beach and it was hardly 
ever open, are you sure you can manage this property, too? 
Answer: There were issues, but we have worked to overcome them, the town beach 
was open every day that the Board of Health allowed last summer. 
 
Discussion of bungalows currently on the property, possibility of renting them for 
income. 
Response: Not a viable option, best to tear down due to their condition. 
 
Discussion of Park and Rec Department. All events, e.g. Santa visit, Easter Egg hunt, 
are free. Additional events could be added with this property. Park and Rec is not for 
“money making”, but rather community service. Park and Rec budget would cover 
mowing, painting and general maintenance. 
 
Tracey Casen, 7 Liquori Drive, Questioned whether the Conservation Commission of 
the Open Space Committee would be willing to purchase the land form the Solek’s to 
protect the resource. Mr. Clark responded that an offer had been made to Mr. Solek in 



the past, and that the offer had been refused. Walter Solek rebutted the statement, 
stating that he was never contacted by the town to purchase the land. 
 
No further discussion. 
 
Adjourn 8:15 pm 
 
Submitted by Virginia Schwarzenbach 
Secretary - CPC 
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John Whalley III, Chairman   Barbara MacEwan, Vice Chairman 
 
____________________________  ____________________________ 
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George A. Hankin     Mark Rolland 
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