[image: image1.emf]030512     FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES   May  12 , 200 3     MEMBERS PRESENT:   Chairman, Paul Tsatsos           James Papai           Patti Dunn - O’Connell           Bill Crow           Vice - Chairman, Richard Buley           Robert Horacek           Barbara Hart - Berard     MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:       OTHERS PRESEN T:     Town Accountant, Linda Carr   Assistant Town Accountant, Carol Della G uistina   Robin Solek     The scheduled meeting of the Finance Commi ttee was called to order at 6:34  p.m. by  Chairman, P. Tsatsos.     The next meeting for the Finance Committee will be on June  2 nd  at 6:30 p.m.     A MOTION  was made by P. Dunn - O’Connell, seconded by J. Papai (Vote - Unanimous)  to accept the minutes of April  2 8, 2002.     The members of the Finance Committee would like to schedule  P. Nowicki,  Treasurer,  Collector, and Clerk  to attend the  next meeting.     The following is the recommendation of the Finance Committee on the Articles for the  Annual Town Meeting scheduled for May 2 0 , 200 3  @ 6:30 p.m . :     Article 1.   No recommendation necessary     Article 2.   No recommendation necessary     Article 3.   No  recommendation necessary     Article 4   No recommendation necessary     Article 5   No recommendation necessary      Article 6   No recommendation necessary     Article 7   No recommendation necessary     Article  8   A MOTION  was made by R.Buley, seconded by B. Hart - Berard (Vote  –   Unanimous) to recommend that the Town vote to appropriate and transfer  $400,000 from Free Cash,  $75,000 from Overlay Surplus, $75,000 from Prior Year Accounts to be applied against the tax rate.  


[image: image2.emf]Article  9   A MOTION  was made by J. Papai, seconded by  R.  Buley  (Vote - Unanimous) that  the  Finance Committee  recommends  that the  Town vote    The Finance Committee recommends that the Town vote to fix the compensation  of elected officers and town employee salaries where stipulated, provide for a  reserve fund,  provid e a sum of money   $7,184,951.00    for Capital Outlay for the  following Town Departments:  Assessors,  Computer, Town Hall, Police, Fire,  EMS, Emergency Management, and Library, and determine the sum of money the  Town will raise and appropriate including appr opriations from  Tax Levy   to defray  charges and expenses of the Town including debt and interest for the ensuing  Fiscal Year July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004.     Article  10   A MOTION  was made by J. Papai, seconded by  B. Hart - Berard  (Vote - Unanimous) that the Finan ce Committee recommend that the Town  vote to   appropriate and transfer $ 8 ,000.00 from the Cemetery Sales of Lots Account to be  used for the Cemetery Improvement Account in order to reduce the tax rate.      Article 1 1   A MOTION  was made by  B.   Hart - Berard , secon ded by  R. Buley  (Vote - Unanimous)  that the Finance Committee recommends that the Town vote to  appropriate and transfer from sewer receipts the sum of $379,989.00 for debt and  interest payments on USDA/RDA sewer loans.     Article 1 2   A MOTION  was made by R. Bul ey, seconded by B. Hart - Berard (Vote -   Unanimous) that the Finance Committee recommends that the Town vote to  appropriate and transfer the sum of $157,824.00 from the Fire Department  Receipts Reserved for Appropriation Account for ambulance service EMS  sala ries, operational expenses, capital equipment and debt service pursuant to  M.G.L. chapter 40, section 5F.       Article 1 3   A MOTION  was made by B. Hart - Berard, seconded by J. Papai (Vote -   Unanimous) that the Finance Committee recommends that the Town vote to    appropriate the sum of $ 160,000  for a new Fire Department ambulance, to  authorize the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Fire Commissioners to accept  a $40,000.00 donation from the Southwick Firemen’s Association as an offset,  and to raise the balance of  $120,000 for said equipment by authorizing the  Treasurer, subject to the Board of Selectmen approval, to borrow pursuant to  MGL Ch. 44 or any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes  therefore, the repayment of which shall come from the Fire D epartment Receipts  Reserved for Appropriation Account.     Article 1 4   A MOTION  was made by  B. Hart -  Berard , seconded by  R. Buley  (Vote -  4 - Yes;  Abstain  - 2)  that the Finance Committee recommend  that the Town vote  to  appropriate and transfer the sum of $80,000.0 0 from the Prior Year DPW Garage  Land Account ($45,000.00) and the unexpended bond proceeds from the New  Library Bond Proceeds Account ($35,000.00) pursuant to MGL Ch. 44, Section  20 for the purposes of acquiring and outfitting a Fire Department Brush Truc k..     Article 1 5   A MOTION  was made by R. Horacek, seconded by R. Buley  (Vote   –  5 -   Yes; 1 - Abstain) that the Finance Committee recommends that the Town vote to  appropriate and transfer the sum of $25,000.00 from unexpended bond proceeds from the  new Library B ond Proceeds Account for a mobile emergency operations   


[image: image3.emf]center vehicle for the Southwick Emergency Management Agency pursuant to MGL Ch. 44,  Section 20.     Article 1 6   A MOTION  was made by P. Dunn - O’Connell, seconded by J. Papai (Vote - Unanimous) that the Finan ce Committee  recommends  the Town vote to   raise and appropriate the sum of $125,000.00 for the purposes of acquiring,  purchasing, and outfitting a new DPW roll - off truck, and to raise this  appropriation by authorizing the Treasurer, subject to Board of Sele ctmen  approval, to borrow all or a portion thereof pursuant to MGL Ch.44, section 7 (9),  or any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes therefore.     Article 1 7   Tabled   A.   A MOTION  was made by R. Horacek, seconded by J. Papai (Vote - Unanimous)  that  The Finance Committee recommends  the Town of Southwick vote to table  Article 17.   B.     A MOTION  was made by J. Papai, seconded by B. Hart - Berard (Vote - Unanimous) that  If Article 17 is not tabled the Finance Committee  does not  recommend  that the Town to vote  to  approve of Article 17.     Article 1 8   A MOTION  was made by  J. Papai , seconded by  R. Buley  (Vote - Unanimous) that  The Finance Committee recommends  the Town of Southwick   vote not  to disapprove certain additional debt authorized by the Southwick - Tolland Regional  School Committee   under a vote dated May 1, 2003, which reads as follows :   “Voted:  approve authorization to incur debt by the issuance and sale of bonds or  notes for the amount of $335,000 for the purchase of all items specified in the  attached School Distr ict’s Fiscal Year 2004 Capital Improvement Plan.” or take  any other action relative thereon.   Article 1 9   A MOTION  was made by J. Papai, seconded by  B. Hart - Berard  (Vote - Unanimous)   that The Finance Committee recommends  the Town of Southwick   Not  to disapprove  certain additional debt authorized by the  Southwick - Tolland Regional School Committee under a vote  dated May 1, 2003, which reads as follows:   “Voted:  approve authorization to incur debt by the issuance and sale of bonds or  notes for the amount of $765,00 0 for the energy conversion of the Southwick - Tolland Regional High School or take any other action relative thereon.     Article  20   A MOTION  was made by B. Hart - Berard, seconded by R. Buley (Vote - Unanimous)   The Finance Committee recommends the Town vote to ad opt the  following vote or to take any other action thereon:    “ Voted:  To reauthorize a revolving fund under M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section  53E1/2 that may be spent by the Lake Management Committee without further  appropriation, during fiscal year 2004 to pay f or salaries, expenses, operations,  contractual service, and ramp repairs and improvements regarding the  management of the lakes.  The revolving fund entitled Revolving Boat Ramp  Account is to be credited with all fees and charges received during fiscal yea r  2004 from persons using the boat ramps.  The Lake Management Committee  may spend $30,000.00 for Lake Management operations in revolving fund   


[image: image4.emf]monies for the program during fiscal year 2004.  The unencumbered and unreserved  balance in the revolving fund a t the end of fiscal year 2003 shall be carried over into  fiscal year 2004 or take any other action relative thereon.       Article 2 1   A MOTION  was made by  R. Buley , seconded by  B. Hart - Berard  (Vote - Unanimous)   The Finance Com mittee recommends the Town  will vot e to accept Southwick's  share of Western Hampden District Veteran's   Service in the sum of $23,488.59 for Fiscal Year  2004, this amount will be $1,581.21 over the assessment limitation imposed by Proposition 2 ½  as allowed under Chapter 90 of the Acts of 19 88 and MGL Ch. 59, Section 20B, or take any  other action relative thereon.     Article 22   No recommendation necessary     Article 23   No recommendation necessary     Article 24   No recommendation necessary     Article 25   A MOTION  was made P. Dunn - O’Connell, seconded by  B. Hart - Berard (Vote  – Unanimous) to bring Article 25 to the table for discussion.     A MOTION  was made by P. Dunn - O - Connell, seconded by  R. Horacek     ( Vote - 5 -  Yes: 1 - Abstain )  that  The Finance Committee recommend s  that the Town   to  not  act on  the report   of the  Community Preservation Committee on the Fiscal Year 2004 Community  Preservation Budget and to appropriate or reserve for later appropriation monies from the  Community Preservation  Fund annual revenues or  available funds for the administrative  expenses o f the Community Preservation Committee, the payment of debt service, the  undertaking of Community Preservation Projects and all other necessary and proper expenses for  the year, or take any other action relative thereto.     MOTION:  To see if the Town will v ote to appropriate or reserve from Community Preservation  Fund the amounts recommended by the Community Preservation Committee for committee  administrative expenses, debt service, community preservation projects and other expenses in  Fiscal Year 2004, with  each item to be considered a separate appropriation.     The Finance Committee watched a video tape on  h ow to conduct a public meeting  for MIIA    insurance purposes.     Being that there was no business to be brought before the Committee,  A MOTION  was made    by P . Dunn - O’Connell, seconded by  R. Buley  (Vote - Unanimous) to adjourn at  8:10.     Respectfully  Submitted ,       Robin Solek   Secretary   


