[image: image1.emf]  FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES   August 18, 2003     MEMBERS PRESENT:      Chairman, Paul Tsatsos              Vice Chairman, Richard Buley                      Robert Horacek              Barbara Hart - Berard              Patti Dunn - O’Connell             Jim Papai             MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:  William  Crow           OTHERS PRESENT:      Karl J. Stinehart, Chief Administrative Officer     Mr. David St. Pierre, Chairman Board of Selectmen             Mr. Fred B. Arnold, Selectmen             Mr. Art Pinell , Selectmen                       Secretary, Robin Solek     The scheduled meeting of the  Finance Commi ttee was called to order at 6: 3 5  p. m. by  Chairman, P.  Tsatsos.      The next meeting for the Finance Committee will be on September 22, 2003.     Chairman, P. Tsatsos, B. Hart - Berard, P. Dunn - O’Connell  and J.Papai will attend the  School District “Wa lk Thru”  on August 28, 2003.     A MOTION  was made  by  P. Dunn - O’Connell , seconded  by  R. Buley  (Vote  Unanimous ) to  accept the minutes of  June  23 , 2003 .     A MOTION  was made by  J. Papai , seconded by  R.Buley  (Vote  Unanimous)  to reaffirm a phone  vote which was take n on July 16, 2003, to transfer  $ 115.16 to pay Police for Special Town  Meeting .     A MOTION  was made by  J. Papai , seconded by  R. Horacek  (Vote Unanimous) to  reaffirm a  phone vote which was taken on July 22, 2003, to transfer $ 20,000.00  to pay  for evaluating  the  HVAC system at the Police Station.     A MOTION  was made by R. Horacek, seconded by B. Hart - Berard (Vote Unanimous) to  reaffirm a phone vote which was taken on July 29, 2003, to transfer  $1,600.87 to pay for  publishing  of  The Annual Town  Report.     A MOTION  was made by R. Horacek, seconded by B. Hart - Berard (Vote Unanimous) to  reaffirm a phone vote which was taken on July 29, 2003, to transfer $4,584.39 to cover repairs  and inspections for the Fire Department.     The Board of Selectmen came in briefly to expre ss the need to hire an additional Police  Officer. Presently there are some shifts  that are  only being covered by two officers. The  Selectmen are currently looking at costing the salary out and where the  dollar amount   would come from.  The members of the Fin ance Committee would prefer to see the cost  derive from the annual town budget rather than a  R eserve  F und  T ransfer.  The Selectmen   


[image: image2.emf]are also evaluating the need to hire an additional two people for the Water/Sewer  Department.     The members of the Finance Comm ittee discussed the sewer project .  The Committee will  look into finding out where the project stands to date.   B. Hart - Berard stated she will find out the status on the insurance settlement.     A MOTION  was made by B. Hart - Berard, seconded by R.  Buley ( Vote U nanimous) to  pay   $150.00 for ATFC membership dues.     There should not be any more requests for 2003 Reserve Fund Transfers. The remaining  balance of  $22,009.17   will b e  put into  free cash .   The  appropriated   Reserve Fund  Transfer   amount  for 2004 is $100,000.00 .     B. Hart - Berard suggested that an insert be included with the tax bill providing  information  to the town residents  about the re - evaluation  assessment  and sewer project. It  was also suggested to have the  Town of Southwick’s  web addresses  be  available to  a nswer questions along with  being  printed on the Town’s letterhead.     The members of the Finance Committee stated that they would like to schedule Tom  Scanlon,  Town  Auditor  and Paul Nowicki , T / C / C  to attend September or October’s  meeting.  Secretary, Robin So lek will see to arranging this.      The Committee discussed the possibility of having  a mandatory rotation  of auditors . This  will be discussed further with the Board of Selectmen.     The Committee members updated the priority list.                     Being that there wa s no  further  business to be brought before the Committee,  A MOTION  was    made  by  B. Hart - Berard , seconded by  R.  Horacek   (Vote - Unanimous) to adjourn at  8: 0 5  p.m.     Respectfully   s ubmitted ,           Robin Solek   Secretary, Finance Committee  


